Telegraph Journal (Construction Insert)                                                                           May ‘06


Online Database Provides Listing Of Upcoming Capital Projects

By Trudy Kelly Forsythe
A think tank for construction innovation in Atlantic Canada has developed an on-line database that should benefit tendering agencies as well as construction contractors, designers and material suppliers.

The Construction Technology Centre Atlantic (CTCA) developed the Capital Projects Inventory after New Brunswick’s three construction associations suggested the idea. It went live on Feb. 1 to provide a listing of all capital projects in Atlantic Canada with budgets of at least $100,000 that are in the pre-tendered, or recently approved, stage.
CTCA research associate David Hook said the on-line database offers a number of advantages to both those who put projects out to tender and to those going to bid on the projects.

“The advantage to making this information available to the architectural, engineering and construction industry is that contractors, designers and material suppliers will have a better idea of what projects to expect in the near future,” said Mr. Hook. “It will greatly assist the architectural, engineering and construction industry in planning work schedules for the coming year.”

The database will also help tendering agencies plan tender releases for upcoming projects so they don’t overload the industry.

“This could significantly reduce the peaks and valleys in labour resources throughout the year and keep the market from flooding,” said Mr. Hook. “This should level off the workload for everybody.”

Getting everyone on board is the challenge for CTCA right now. “Some people still don’t see how important this could be,” said CTCA executive director Doug Colwell. “To be truly successful it needs everybody’s participation including towns, villages, even private developers.”

Mr. Hook stresses the Capital Projects Inventory is trying to complement the New Brunswick Opportunities Network (NBON), which lists tender notices for transportation and building construction issued on behalf of the province and some tender opportunities issued by other public sector bodies.

“NBON is for tender calls,” said Mr. Hook. “The Capital Projects Inventory is one stage before that happens. The Capital Projects Inventory listings will go on NBON eventually.”

Memberships to access the on-line database are available at a cost of $75 for one year, $50 for six months and $20 for one month. Tendering organizations may submit project information free of charge.

While the inventory is currently limited to listings within the Province of New Brunswick, CTCA expects to expand the service to include projects in other Atlantic Provinces by 2007.

For more information on the Capital Projects Inventory, visit the CTCA website at http://ctca.unb.ca and click on “Capital Projects Inventory” at the bottom of the screen.

The CTCA is a non-profit organization whose mandate is to transfer technology and broker information to the region’s architectural, engineering and construction industry, and to increase its awareness and access to the latest technological advances in construction management, for both the office and the job site.
